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FREEDOM DISTRICT LIONS CLUB, INC.

P.O. BOX 1663

SYKESVILLE, MD 21784

SERVING THE SYKESVILLE / ELDERSBURG COMMUNITY SINCE 1947

“WE SERVE”

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes for January 21, 2026
Note: This board meeting was held virtually using zoom technology.  
Call to Order / Opening Remarks – President Lion Rich Collins called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm welcoming everyone.  
Board Attendance (13 of 16) – Lions Rich Collins, Chris Centofanti, Jim Moore, Bruce Edwards, Rochelle Schneiderman, Tony Dercola, Diana Hewitt, Mary Ann Reese, Jon Biggs, Michele Sciacchitano, Steve Reese, Phil Salmon and Melissa Turski. 
Guests (5) - Lions Gary Buchman, Ann Kramb, Tony Ramirez, Les Schneiderman and Frank Torockio
Request a motion that the meeting be recorded for the purpose of taking minutes.  So moved by Lion Bruce Edwards and seconded by Lion Chris Centofanti; the motion carried.

Reading & Approval of Board Meeting Minutes – Motion: The minutes of the November 19, 2025, board meeting minutes were distributed earlier to the club membership by email.  A motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to approve them was made by Lion Jim Moore; the motion was seconded by Lion Mary Anne Reese; the motion carried.

Secretary’s Report – Lion Rochelle Schneiderman
· No Mail
· 2026 MD22 Convention 50/50 Raffle Tickets need to be sold

Treasurer’s Report – Lion Mark Krebs – not in attendance
· Use last report for January 14th
Financial Secretary’s Report – Lion Tony Dercola 
· 3 still outstanding – 2 from last quarter and one from beginning, who is paying 
Membership Chairperson’s Report – Lion Diana Hewitt
· Four new applications – Jayashree Kulkarni, Tony Khera, Taru Khulpateea, Nick Khulpateea
· Motion: Admit Jayashree Kulkarni as a new member of FDLC was made by Lion Melissa Turski; the motion was seconded by Lion Bruce Edwards; the motion carried.

· Motion: Admit Tony Khera as a new member of FDLC was made by Lion Melissa Turski; the motion was seconded by Lion Bruce Edwards; the motion carried.

· T Motion: Admit Taru Khulpateea as a new member of FDLC was made by Lion Melissa Turski; the motion was seconded by Lion Bruce Edwards; the motion carried.

· Motion: Admit Nick Khulpateea as a new member of FDLC was made by Lion Melissa Turski; the motion was seconded by Lion Bruce Edwards; the motion carried.

· Forms for new member information is on the internet.
· Lion Diana – has interested people but wanted to know if they could get on email list – was told that the email list is only for members but could be forwarded.
· Lion Richard – Camilla Jacobs is someone to look at as well.
Old Business
· Citrus Fruit Fundraiser – Lions Mary Ann Reese postponed until February.  Slow start but ended being a wonderful, exciting ending with many cash donations. Members went above and beyond on fruit donations. 
· Wreaths Across America – IPP Bruce Edwards – Third annual and his first running – was pleased to find out that Babylon Vault coordinates the funding. Will do it again in December 2026.  Hope that Babylon Vault helps but also looking for donations. Report has been submitted to Lion Rochelle for LCI.
· Membership Ideas – IPP Bruce Edwards – Ongoing discussion on the Board and engage other Lions. Are you comfortable with the size of our club?  Should we increase size? Are you comfortable with the age of new members? Ages and what members can contribute – ask people (survey?) what we can do.  Recruiters’ passport – developed to recruit new members.

· 50/50 Raffle Fund Raiser – Lion President Rich has done research on the platform and could not find enough information – Friends of his cannot find information either. Lion Jim also concerned about legality. Lion Chris suggested Lion George could tell us about the legality. 
· Roar Like a Lion – Not much response on the sign up Genius. Only 2 projects – Kindness Rocks and 1st Responder Bags.
New Business
· D&O Insurance for our club – Lion Rich Collins had a lengthy discussion with Lion George – cost will be higher for club since we have more members.  Protects club from financial harm might have caused to a third party.  There is a broker DMP (?) has a relationship with LCIF – premiums are far less.  Need to find out more information. Lion Phil wants to know about liability insurance for medical equipment. Lion Jon questions whether there is supplemental insurance offered by LCI that would cover clubs. Lion Melissa says that we have some type of liability insurance thru LCI.
· Financial Assistance for Family whose home was destroyed by fire – Lion Frank Torockio – Lion Rich spoke to Lion Don who said it is a lengthy process. Not a usual thing the club does. Financial help not usual – find out the exact needs – make material more than financial help. Lion Melissa – we need to have criteria – put money towards the pillars to help families. Lion Jim said that any help could be good for the club and be of service. There is a community group that is helping and also a GoFundMe.
· Pay Meals with Credit Card – Lion Tony D – Lion Les and Tony want to allow payment via Credit Card with $.50 – Lion Melissa Turski makes a motion to allow credit card payment adding the appropriate fee to cover the swipe fee; Lion Phil Salmon seconded the motion; the motion carried.
Around The Table 
· Lion Rochelle Schneiderman – sign up for Roar Like a Lion
· Lion Chris Centofanti – will talk to previous people who ran French Fry committee  – already Snack Committee has agreed to help.

· Lion Phil Salmon – mentioned that the fryers were not drained after National Night Out

· Lion Jim Moore – Veteran’s committee meeting to begin work on Veteran’s dinner on April 29th.  Wreaths Across America looking for donation for the wreaths
· Lion Gary Buchman – joy being with us 
Next FDLC Board of Directors Meeting – will be held via zoom on Wednesday February 18, 2026, at 7:00pm. 
This meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted by:

               /N/

Lion Rochelle Schneiderman, Secretary
Freedom District Lions Club (FDLC)
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